
Sketchbooks may be used to plan out projects as well as for free drawing after class 

work has been completed. Students may use the following ideas or an idea of their 

own during free drawing time. 

 

Draw an arrangement 

of flowers  

 

Draw a picture of the 

inside of your stomach 

and the food in it after 

a big meal   

 

If animals could draw, 

what would their 

artwork look like?  

Draw their artwork.  

 

Draw a necktie and 

design an interesting 

pattern on it.  

 

Draw a medal for 

yourself. It must be 

designed for the thing 

you do best.  

 

Draw a city on another 

planet.  

 

You are a toy designer; 

draw your new toy.  

 

Draw a logo for a tv 

show.  

 

Illustrate your favorite 

song. 

 

Draw a picture of 

yourself the way you 

will look 20 years from 

now.  

 

Draw a house built 

underground.  

Draw a picture of the 

perfect garden for 

your house.  

  

Illustrate your earliest 

childhood memory.  

  

Draw a parade.  

 

Draw a poster to 

advertise your favorite 

movie.  

 

Draw a scene on 

another planet and 

include another kind of 

being.  

 

Draw your view from 

an airplane window.  

 

Draw what you think a 

garden would look like 

from the view of an 

insect.  

 

Draw a sandcastle.  

 

 

 

Draw what a spaceship 

commander would see 

on his video screen.  

 

Draw a view under a 

magnifying glass 

(include the 

magnifying glass).  

 

Draw the boat you 

would like to travel in 

around the world.  

 Draw a picture of 

yourself if you grew 

flowers instead of hair.  

 

Draw a modern house 

that would still look 

good in a 

neighborhood with 

older houses.  

Draw an idea that 

came into your head by 

thinking of food.  

 

Take any one of the 

ideas you have already 

drawn and revise it - - 

redesign it.  

 

Write a large number 

in the middle of a page. 

Turn it into a 

person/animal.  

 

Make a design using 

your address.  

 

Combine a plant and 

an animal to create a 

new life form.  

 

Draw a portrait.  

Cut your pictures into 

16 squares. Paste the 

squares into a new 

design.  

 

Draw yourself in a bad 

mood.  

 

Draw yourself in a 

good mood. 

 



Draw a picture.  

Fold your picture into 

a fan. Cut little shapes 

out of the fan (like 

cutting snowflakes). 

Open the picture up 

and glue onto a second 

sheet.  

 

Draw a musical 

instrument and 

illustrate the sound it 

makes.  

Draw things that float.  

 

Draw things with a 

flavor.  

 

Draw your greatest 

fear.  

 

Draw things that close.  

 

Draw the world from 

the point of view of a 

frog/toad.  

 

Draw your own game 

board.  

 

Draw a "how to" 

poster.  

 

Draw yourself with 

wings.  

 

Draw things that come 

from eggs.  

 

Draw a comic strip 

with your own 

characters.  

 

Draw your dream 

room.  

 

Design an 

advertisement for 

yourself.  

 

Illustrate the word 

whatever. 

 

Design a map of your 

neighborhood.  

 

Create a new font.  

 

Design an outfit for the 

year 2090. 

 

Draw yourself dressed 

in clothing from the 

1970's.  

 

Draw your best friend.  

 

Draw your birthday 

wish list.  

 

Draw a tennis shoe. 

 

Draw yourself in the 

style of your favorite 

artist.  

 

Draw your dream car. 

 

Draw a fantasy house. 

 

Draw a mirror and all 

it reflects.  

 

Draw a bubble. 

 

Draw a leaf. 

 

Draw the sky. 

 

Draw your favorite 

animal with a human 

face.  

Draw yourself as a 

robot.  

 

Draw your favorite 

song.  

 

Draw your favorite 

photograph. 

  

Make a bookmark.  

 

Draw the junk food of 

your dreams with 

wrapper. 

 

Draw an interior of 

a jar of peanut butter.  

 

Draw the inside of a 

closet. 

 

Draw the contents of a 

trash can. 

 

Design a school desk.  

 

Draw your favorite 

snack food.  

 

Draw an object 

melting.  

 

Draw a bowl of fruit. 

 

Draw your hands.    

 

Draw a mechanical 

object. 

 

Draw your favorite 

word. 

 

Draw what you would 

see through a keyhole. 

 



Illustrate a favorite 

story you were told as 

a child. 

 

Draw things you find 

on the sidewalk. 

 

Draw your dinner.  

 

List and illustrate the 

smells in your 

neighborhood.  

Fold a piece paper into 

an envelope; glue the 

envelope into your 

sketchbook and collect 

items you find on the 

street for a week. Draw 

the objects. 

 

 Expose yourself to a 

new artist, look at a 

book or poster; write 

down what moves you 

about it.  

 

Find a photo of a 

person you do not 

know. Write a brief bio 

about them and 

illustrate it. 

 

Draw only red things.  

 

Make a list and 

illustrate everything 

you bought in the past 

week. 

 

Make a map of 

everywhere you went 

today.  

 

Draw a map of the 

creases on your hand.  

 

Trace the path of the 

moon in relation to 

where you live.  

 

Draw your favorite 

tree.  

 

Write and illustrate a 

haiku.  

 

Illustrate your family 

grocery list.  

Illustrate a meal based 

on a color theme. (i.e. 

all green).  

 

List and illustrate ten 

uses for a tin can.  

 

Fill an entire page in 

your sketchbook with 

small circles. Color 

them in.  

 

Choose an object; 

draw the side you can't 

see.  

 

Draw all of the places 

you've ever lived.  

 

Write about and 

illustrate your 

relationship with your 

washing machine.  

 

Draw all of the things 

in your bag.  

 

Illustrate your favorite 

childhood game.  

 

Write about your day 

using a different 

medium (brush & ink, 

charcoal, old 

typewriter, crayons, fat 

markers.  

 

Draw the individual 

items of your favorite 

outfit.  

 

Make a useful item 

using only paper & 

tape.  

 

Draw only yellow 

things. 

 

Draw a map of your 

favorite sitting spots in 

school; photocopy it 

and give it to your 

friends. 

 

Using a grid, collect 

various textures from 

magazine and play 

them off of each other.  

 

Draw a trashcan every 

day for a week. 

 

Make pencil rubbings 

of six different 

surfaces. 

 

List and illustrate the 

ten most important 

things you own.  

 

List and illustrate ten 

things you would like 

to do every day.  

 

Glue a photo of 

yourself as a child into 

your sketchbook.  

 

Collect some flat things 

in nature (leaves, 



flowers). Glue or tape 

them into your journal. 

 

Find something in the 

garbage to make a 

college. 

 

Physically alter a page. 

Of your sketch book 

(ex: cut a hole, pour 

tea on it, fold it, etc.)  

Write a journal entry 

describing something 

secret. Cut it up into 

several pieces and glue 

them back in 

scrambled. 

 

Look in the dictionary; 

record the definition 

and illustrate a word 

you don’t know.  

 

Create an image using 

dots.  

 

What were you 

thinking just now? 

Write it down and 

illustrate it.  

 

Draw the outline 

(contour) of an object 

without looking at the 

page.  

 

Do three drawings of a 

friend at three 

different speeds.  

 

Ask a friend to put a 

small object in your 

hand, don’t look at it; 

draw it by feel.  

 

Create a graph 

documenting how 

much soda you drank 

last week. 

 

Draw the sun.   

 

Illustrate instructions 

for a simple everyday 

task.  

 

List and illustrate five 

of your best habits. 

 

Find a photo. Alter it 

by drawing over it.  

 

Draw one object for an 

hour. 

 

Write about your day 

in an encyclopedic 

fashion. (i.e. organize 

by subject.) Include 

one illustration. 

 

Write and illustrate a 

list of all the things you 

do to escape. 

 

Cut a random shape 

out of several layers of 

a magazine. Make a 

collage out of the 

results.  

 

Write a list of ten 

things you want to do 

today. 

 

Write a poem or story 

in a secret code. 

 

Write about and draw 

some of the doors in 

your life. 

 

Write and illustrate 

your definition of 

sitting without using 

the actual word. 

 

Write and illustrate 

your definition of 

waiting without using 

the actual word. 

 

Write and illustrate a 

definition of sleeping. 

 

List and illustrate five 

of your worst habits. 

 

Illustrate the concept 

of "simplicity." 

 

Come up with a new 

sketch idea. Write it on 

a post it and stick it to 

the art cart. Write 

your name and class. 

 

Come up with a new 

sketch idea. Write it on 

a post it and stick it to 

the art cart. Write 

your name and class. 

 

Come up with a new 

sketch idea. Write it on 

a post it and stick it to 

the art cart. Write 

your name and class. 

 

Illustrate your favorite 

song lyric. 

 

Illustrate love. 

 

Illustrate hate. 

 



Redesign the school 

uniform. 

 

Illustrate your favorite 

holiday. 

 

Draw George Bush. 

 

Draw your favorite 

teacher. 

 

Draw an interior 

space. 

 

Illustrate a six step 

process. 

 

Write and illustrate a 

poem about school in 

the style of Dr. Seuss 

 

Draw the scariest 

monster you can 

imagine. 

 

Design a new front 

cover to the last book 

you read. 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

A diller, a dollar,  

A ten o'clock scholar,  

What makes you come 

so soon?  

You used to come at 

ten o'clock,  

And now you come at 

noon. 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Baa, baa, black sheep 

Baa, baa, black sheep, 

Have you any wool? 

Yes sir, yes sir, 

Three bags full. 

One for the master, 

One for the dame, 

And one for the little 

boy 

Who lives down the 

lane. 

Baa, baa, black sheep, 

Have you any wool? 

Yes sir, yes sir, 

Three bags full.   

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Diddle, diddle, 

dumpling, my son 

John, 

Went to bed with his 

trousers on; 

One shoe off, and one 

shoe on, 

Diddle, diddle, 

dumpling, my son 

John. 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Fuzzy Wuzzy 

Fuzzy Wuzzy  

was a bear, 

Fuzzy Wuzzy  

had no hair, 

Fuzzy Wuzzy  

wasn't really fuzzy, 

Was he? 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Ring around the rosie, 

Pocket full of posie, 

Ashes, ashes, 

We all fall down. 

 

 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Georgie Porgie, 

pudding and pie,  

Kissed the girls and 

made them cry;  

When the boys came 

out to play,  

Georgie Porgie ran 

away. 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Hey diddle diddle, 

The cat and the fiddle, 

The cow jumped over 

the moon. 

The little dog laughed 

To see such sport, 

And the dish ran away 

with the spoon. 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Hickory, Dickory, 

Dock,  

The mouse ran up the 

clock.  

The clock struck one,  

The mouse ran down,  

Hickory, Dickory, 

Dock. 

 

Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Humpty Dumpty  

sat on a wall, 

Humpty Dumpty  

had a great fall. 

All the King's horses, 

And all the King's men 

Couldn't put Humpty 

Together again. 

 

 



Illustrate the following 

nursery rhyme: 

Jack Sprat could eat 

no fat,  

His wife could eat no 

lean;  

And so betwixt them 

both,  

they lick'd the platter 

clean. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A bad 

workman blames his 

tools. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A bird in the 

hand is worth two in 

the bush. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A chain is no 

stronger than its 

weakest link. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A journey of a 

thousand miles begins 

with a single step. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A leopard 

cannot change its 

spots. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A picture is 

worth a thousand 

words. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: A watched pot 

never boils. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: All that glisters 

is not gold. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: An apple a day 

keeps the doctor away.  

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: An eye for an 

eye, a tooth for a tooth. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Every cloud 

has a silver lining 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Beauty is in the 

eye of the beholder 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Be kind to 

people on the way up, 

you may need them 

when you are on your 

way down. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Birds of a 

feather flock together. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Blood is 

thicker than water. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Blue are the 

hills that are far away. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Borrowed 

garments never fit 

well. 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Curiosity killed 

the cat. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Different 

strokes for different 

folks 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: I complained I 

had no shoes until I 

met a man who had no 

feet. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: If life deals you 

lemons make 

lemonade. 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: If the blind 

lead the blind, both 

shall fall into the ditch. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Keep your eyes 

on the stars, and your 

feet on the ground. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Kill not the 

goose that lays the 

golden egg. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Look before 

you leap. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Never judge a 

book by its cover.  

 

 



Illustrate the following 

saying: Never play 

leapfrog with a 

unicorn.  

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: No good 

building without a 

good foundation. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Strike while 

the iron is hot. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Once a word 

leaves your mouth, you 

cannot chase it back 

even with the swiftest 

horse. 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: An ounce of 

prevention is worth a 

pound of cure. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Quality is 

better than quantity. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Rats desert a 

sinking ship. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Seven-fifths of 

all people do not 

understand fractions. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Silence is 

golden. 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Smooth seas do 

not make skillful 

sailors. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The bigger 

they are, the harder 

they fall. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The early bird 

catches the worm. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The eyes speak 

as much as the mouth. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The faintest 

ink is more powerful 

than the strongest 

memory. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The fish will 

soon be caught, that 

nibbles at every bait. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The apple does 

not fall far from the 

tree.  

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The grass is 

always greener on the 

other side of the fence. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The hand that 

rocks the cradle rules 

the world. 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The more one 

knows, the less one 

believes. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The pen is 

mightier than the 

sword. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: The pot calls 

the kettle black. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: There is more 

than one way to skin a 

cat. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Too many 

cooks spoil the broth. 

 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Two heads are 

better than one. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: United we 

stand, divided we fall. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Variety is the 

spice of life.  

 

Illustrate the following 

saying:  

Walls have ears. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Well begun is 

half done. 

 



Illustrate the following 

saying: What a tangled 

web we weave when 

first we practice to 

deceive. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: What goes 

around comes around. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: What goes up 

must come down. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: What sunshine 

is to flowers, smiles are 

to humanity. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: When children 

stand still they have 

done some ill. 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: You cannot 

burn the candle at 

both ends. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: You cannot 

make bricks without 

straw. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: You catch 

more flies with honey 

than with vinegar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Your future 

lies before you like a 

field of driven snow. 

Be careful how you 

tread it for every step 

will show. 

 

Illustrate the following 

saying: Youth is 

wasted on the young. 

 

Analyze the following 

statement: “Art 

produces ugly things 

which frequently 

become beautiful with 

time. Fashion, on the 

other hand, produces 

beautiful things which 

always become ugly 

with time.  

-Jean Cocteau  

 

 


